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Sustainability of Social Relations: Internal and External Factors

Oleg Tolstoguzon/Maria Pitnkhina

Abstract: This article is devoted to the analyses of the sustainability of society in the cross-
border region of the Republic of Karelia; from the perspective of ethnic and cultural as-
pects. The Repubiic of Karelia is well-known, thanks to the sad events in Kondopoga city
in 2006. When the conflict occurred, it proved both national and migration policy of the
Russian Federation that was being conducted in the republic to be ineffective, This study is
of particular interest since it allows us to estimate how much Karelian society has changed
over ten years. Two kinds of surveys are basis of this study - surveys among migrants and
the recipient society (conducted in spring 2016). The results of these surveys show a cross-
scetion of Karelian Society with a view of its sustainable development. That kind of com-
plementary survey gives an opportunity to reveal specific features of the core and the
waves of migration that later allow the prediction of structural changes in society.

Kewvwords: sustainabilily of society, wave of migration, the Republic of Karelia; Russia;
surveys, recipient society (core).

The social structure of a society is incredibly complex. On the one hand, this truism in vir-
tue of its obviousness does not seem to require proving and can be used absolutely rhetori-
cally, and on the other hand it turned out to be controversial. The world order strives to set
the framewark of wmiversimm (remember the “The End of History™)! which suppresses the
uniqueness of ethnic groups. At the same time, the factors of geography and history actuai-
ly have never been removed from the agenda. Today, they have caused a number of well-
known events and brought ethnic and cultural identification up-to-date as an unexpectedly
arisen, dominant idea and serious, ideological imperative,

The aim of our research is to understand how sub-ethnic groups affected by various
factors are able to keep their recognizable ethnic and cultural profile.

Geographical location specifics. and the historical development of Russia and its re-
gions resulted in the cultural construction of the social space; the configuration of different
ways of life, cultural platforms, and special mechanisms of national and cultural self-
regulation and the general, cultural infegration of society. allowing a homeostasis of the
social structure to be maintained.

During the era of the Soviet Union, within a certain ideological platfonn, a social order
(“Soviet Man") was formed as a result of the suppression of self-regulation mechanisms.2
And it was also due to integration on the ground of culture and the simultaneous combina-

I Fukuvama, Fromcis 1992: The End of History and the Last Man. New York: Macmillan, Inc.. 418 p.
Khevesht Maria. 2002: An Explanatory Dictionary of the ldeclogical and Political Terms of the Soviet
Period. Moscow: Mezhdunarodnye omosheniya, 160 p. (in Russiany; Al Herschel/Alr Edirh, 19640 The
New Soviet Man. His Upbringing and Character Development, New York: Bookman Associaies, Inc.,
34,

(%)



tion of reliance on the inner imperatives of national and cultural self-regulation. Eventual-
ly. it ensured the industrial modernization of the country and victory in World War (1.

Today. due 1o the new geopolitical conditiens, a discussion on the choice of ways of
development of ethnic groups and sub-ethnic groups (considering the changes in the struc-
ture of social relations) has appeared. At the same time, this research is not intended to be
exhaustive in the comprehension of social relations. We are trving to show ihe patterns
based on the selected example and to make a generalization of the internal and external
factors affecting sub-ethnic groups based on the induction and resemblance methods.

The pressure of the political regime is considered an internal cause, the effect of which
is estimated by measuring the relationship 1o other ethnic and cultural groups and religions.
We believe it is important, since in connection with the rejection of the concept of “Soviet
Man”, internationalism was transformed into something else through the painful processes
of national sclf-identification and atheism, which was dominant for a long time and
squeezed out graditional ethnic and cultural values with the help of pelitical instruments.

The waves of migration are considered an external cause, bringing disturbances in the
social ecology. seeking to disrupt the homcostasis of the structure of social relations.
Maovement of persons as a fuctor shows the feature of the instrument of geopolitics and
therefore becomes an important factor influcncing econemic and social sphere, disturbing
the homeostasis of the structure of social relations.

Methodology and Research Methods

Surveys are important toels that allows identilying structural changes in society and as-
sessing the reasons for these changes. Surveys among the recipient sociely and migrants
aiming to reveal different ethnic and cultural mindsets can not only complement and ex-
tend the data frony open sources of information, bul also be used o evaluaie the long-term
changes in socicty.

The Republic of Karelia was chosen to be an object for the study as an attempt to
measure the sustainability of the structure of social relations empirically. An important ele-
ment of regional studies is to monitor the state of public opinion on topical issues, which in
turn is an attribute of public consciousness. The choice of the region as the authentic and
typological object for research was justified. Firstly, the republic is a multi-nationaf sub-
cthnos (130 nationalities). Secondly, this is a cross-border region (this is especially impor-
tant when taking into account the influence of waves of migration).

To achieve these goals the combination of the following quantitative and qualitative
methods of seciologicual research (that give the most effective and complete interpretation
of the results) was chosen: o large-seale quesiionnaire survey method as a quantitative me-
thod of rescarch and expert evaluation method to identify the most complex aspects of the
rescarch issues.

Analysis of the social space and the behavior of local communities were conducted on the
basis of public opinion monitoring. In 2016, within social relations structure research,
2,050 citizens of the republic and 280 migrants were surveyed. The sampled population
considered gender and age of the respondents, urban and rural population. To conduct the
survey, @ quota sample for each city district and municipal area was drawn (it is a model
that reproduces the structure of the population as a proportion of the studicd characteris-
tics), The number of sample units with different combinations of the studied characleristics
was determined so that it corresponds to their share in the population. For these purposes
the data of the territorial body of the Federal State Statistics Service in the Republic of Ka-
relia was used,

With the aim of revealing parameters of sustainability of society, two types of surveys
were conducted (the recipient socicty and migrants). The limited sample of migrants leads
to the qualitative nature of the research results and allows to outline the henchmarks for
further study, as well as to get quantitative data tater on with a representative sample. The
sample consisted of nine percent of all foreign migrant workers taking root in the region.

Sociological rescarch, telephone hotlines, information centers and other forms of get-
ting feedback from the population are sources of invaluable information. This gives us the
information about how sensible the changes are that take place in peoples® lives, if positive
or negative, and in which direction it proceeds. In this context, the measured ethnic and
worldview identity includes a set of complex characteristics, presenting both ways of self-
identification and perception options (and relationship to thent) of other ethnic and cultural
Zroups.

As a hypothesis we assume the following assertion: the worldview, maral and values
systems are not only the fundamental characteristics of the ethaic group (sub-ethnos). but
they also form the invariants of the social space. In particular, we consider the identifica-
tion features manifested towards other ethnic groups and religions. It this case, we assume
empirically measured identification features as a social space invariant that remains reia-
tively constant in the time and space dimension.

Results of the Research

Karelia is a multi-national republic. As a result of the evolution, the sub-ethnos was formed
with certain characteristics both general (¢.g. cultural codes, joining with Russian ethnos)
and special, which formed under the influence of traditions and external factors, First, there
are the following two characteristics of this sub-cthios:
e A sustainable tolerance towards other ethnic groups and nationalities was formed
{Table 1}
s Key competence of the focal population (a “cuteural navigator”) that aflaws there to
be an intermediary in relations between Russian and Nordic civilizations is clearly
developed (Table 2).



Tabie 1: Opinions of the Respondents on Interethnic (Interfaithy Relations, i perecent™

Interethnic Relations 20,2 19
Interfaith Relations

11.5 200

*A positive response resulls from summing up opinions of the respondents “the relations are good,
there 15 a rcadiness for cooperntion between representatives of different nationalities, ethnie and
cultural groups (denominations, faiths)™ and “the relations are peacetul, there is no hostility or irri-
Lasion towards representatives of other nationalities, representatives of ethnie and cultural groups
{denominations, faiths)y™.

The segative response results from summing up opinions of the respondents “the relations are out-
wardly caim, bui there is an inherent tension between the members of different nationalitics, ethnic
and cullural groups {denominations. faithsy” and “the relations are strained. conflicts are possible
between representatives of different nationalities, ethnic and cultural groups {(denominations, reli-
atons)’.

PR e K

Cooperation with the representatives of 68,1 211 10,9
other national (ethnic) groups
Participatien in an open cenflict for the 229 63.9 1.2

interests of the representatives of their own
nationality

*A positive response results from summing up opinions ol the respondents “yes, 1 am ready” and
“more likely ves than no.” The negative response results from summing up opinions of the re-

]

spondents “more likely no than yes™ and “no.  am not ready™.

Today, the population of the republic represents two structural elements that melted into a
single sub-ethnos during the turbualeni twentieth century:
e A kind of “core” criginally composed of the indigenous population (Russian,
Karels, Finns, Veps);
s The waves of migration (migration flows mainly from other regions of the USSR:
Belarus, the Ukraine, and others to Karelia and emigration from the region).

o a

The evolving “core”™ absorbed (if starting from the beginning of the twentieth century) and
“remelied” migrants in an amount of twice the inilial population. The highest population
was in 1990 (Fig. 1 and 2).

Fig. 1: Population Change in the Republic of Karelia, thousands of people

e
=
o
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Sourge:  Karelion  Statistics  Service 2016, htp:/krl.ghs.ro/wpsiwenyconnect/rosstar_ts/krlfre
sources/8d3295 0043ne(34aald1b53d069540af7/7226].pdf.

The waves of migration were caused by an active policy of industrialization of the North
and World War 1l. Kondopozhsky Hydroelectric Power Chain, Segezhsky and Kon-
dopozhsky Pulp and Paper Mills and others were constructed, The last wave (both internal
and external migration) is connected with the construction of mining and processing plants
in 1977-1983 and the city of Kostomuksha. This city is built on the 64th northern line of
latitude and this is not its only feature. For decades, the young city has formed the local
community which has its differences from the regional one.

Let us consider the current migration situation in the Republic of Karelia, Table 3 pre-
sents the main migratory donor countries for Russia and the Republic of Karelia compara-
tively. The main immigration flows to the Russian Federation include ones from Ukraine,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, while migrants came to Karelia from the Ukraine, Belarus, and
Finland. Thus, the Human Development Index (HDI) of migrants coming to Karclia is sig-
nificantly higher (Ukraine = 0.747; Belarus = 0.798; Finland = 0.883; Russia = (.798},
while the HDI of migrants coming to Russia (Ukraine = 0.747, = (.675 Uzbekistan. Tajiki-
stan = 0,624) is lawer and even below the average.3

For a long time, the situation in Karelia was characterized by migration outflow to two
major economic centers - Finland and St. Petersburg. Migration outflow to Finland today is
comprised of 35,000 people.? Totally, there is a serious cutflow from the Republic of Ka-
rclia to other subjects of the Russian Federation such as 21,080 (St. Petersburg), 14,875
{Leningrad region), 10,227 (Murmansk region), 5,867 (Moscow), 4,916 (Moscow region)
{State Statistics Committee 20135).

3 United Nations Development Programme 2015 Human Bevelopment Report 2015, Work for Human
Development, New York: Uniled Nations.

4 Karelian Statistics Service 2014, Tnp:/krl ghs. rewpsAvem/connect/rosstat_ts/krl/resources/ef358c0047
dd884c9echbed3bed492(73284 04.pdf(23.11.2016).



However, over the past 2.5 years, the balance of migration (from CIS) is becoming positive
in Karelia. First of all, it is so duc to the humanitarian migration from the Ukraine.d

Table 3: Migratory Donor Countries for Russia and the Republic of Karelia
. Cousiie aii Fed- v Digror Countries for the: Republi

craficnis: ; R R R
Ukraine {2,417.575) Ukraine {3.430)
Uzhekistan (2,213,780} Belarus (3.143)
an (999,169) Finland (1,631}
Source: Federal Migration Service of the Russian Federation 2015, the Office af the Federal Migra-
tion Service of the Russian Federation in the Republic of Karelig, 20135,

The amount of migrants from Russia to Finland was the largest migration group until 2010
- 29,5300 people. After 2010, migrants from Russia (29,800 people} arc the second largest
migrant group, afier the migrants from Estonia (38,000 people), Thus, the proportion of the
total flow of migrants to Finland is represented by two large groups in the following ratio -
49 percent are Estonians and 39 percent are Russians.® Most of those who left the subjects
of the Russian Federation to Finland arc the residents of the Republic of Kareliz,

Iy recent years, the migration processes in the Republic of Karelia have acquired spe-
cific characteristics. Despite the outflow of the employable population from the region to
the economic poles (Finland and St. Petersburg), migration inflow to the Republic of Kare-
lia is stable duc to the inflow of migrants from the Ukraine {1161), Armenia ($27), and
Tajikistan ¢ 148)7. Over the iast 2.5 years a positive migration balance was recorded for the
first time thanks to the inflow of migrants from Ukraine to the Republic of Karelia ¥

Currently, we are witnessing the formation of a new reality. Movement of persons as a
factor shows the features of the instrument of geopolitics and therefore becomes an im-
portant factor in respect of cross-border regions influencing economic and social spheres.
These cross-border regions include the Republic of Karelia, Because of the dissolution of
the werlds of traditional life and the multiplication of lfe concepts in {post)modern socie-
ties, societies become even more fragmented. Altogether, the resulting heterogeneity of life
worlds and lifestyles does have a strong impact on society, the evaluation of the quality of
public systems, and ferms of participation.” Depending on what kind of interests and val-
ucs are salient in the respective life world, people are more or less (or even not) interested
in public life. Thus, it makes a difference what perceptions people form of the life world.

5 Piaddvine Moria 2015, Keys w suecess: Lessons ol migration policy in Finland, Soisiologicheskie Issle-
dovaniya, ne.d, pp. 35-38 {in Russian).

Intemnational Migration Outlook 2013 Paris: OECD Publishings. DOL: hupiids.dotorg/1G.1 787 /migr_

outlook-2013-en.

[arelian Statistics Service 20135, LIRL: hup

0300:4c4936Tbbda8be052eib [023/72361 pd1.

Kareliun Statistivs Service 2014, URL: Karelitastat, Pokazateli mezhdunarodnel migratsii, 2014, av

bie at huphrlghs.nvwpsiwem/connect/rosstat_ts/krl/resources/ef558c0047dd884c92ecbbed3be4492

73284 _04.pdf (23.11.2016).

9 Beetham, David/Carvalho, Ed=io’Landman, Todd/Weir, Starr 2008: Assessing the quality ol democra-

oy A practical guide, Stockholm,

0

Ll ghis uiwvpsiwemdconnect/rosstat s'krl/resources/c936

The worldview, moral and value systems are not only the fundamental characteristics of
the core, but also form the invariants of the social space. Al the same time, there is also a
variable-based part, arising in particular as a result of the inversion of other value systems.

For example, Table 4 shows the identification characteristics - attitvude rowards other
ethnic groups and religions in the Republic of Karelia. Respondents from Kostomulisha
urban district gave more clearly defined responses in relation to the proposed characteris-
tics: there were only one to four perceni who found it difficult to answer; 42 percent re-
sponded that national identity is significant (when the average regional value is 17.0 per-
cent),

This subject matter, from the perspective of the region’s population (in general), does
not carrently form the agenda of regional policy and local life, 1t is so, despite the Fact that
in connection with the rejection of the concept of the “Soviet Man™!0, internationalism is
transformed into something else through the painful processes of national identification.

Regional sub-ethnos is going through this process of “small losses™ seamlessly enough,
although some episodes may occur (for example. Kondepoga events). We belicve toler-
ance is restored as a regional characteristic of the sub-ethnos. More than a hundred years
age. national identification was not significant (deminant, mandatory} enough in public life
{only as private inversions in general in the imperial public consciousness), with the excep-
tion of revolutionary situations and dramatic turning points in the life of the ethnic group.

WNational Hdentity 17.0 62.9 20.1
Religious Identity 12,2 69,1 18.7
National (or Religious) Identity in Social 14.3 38,7 270
Life and in Shaping Public Moods

*A positive response results from summing up epinions of the respondents “significant enough,
along with economic, political and other factors” and “crucial””. The negative response resulis from
summing up opinions of the respoadents “does not matter” and *unessential™,

A pilot survey of migrants held in the Republic of Karelia in 2016 complements the results
of a survey among recipient society, as it allows the singling out of two basic factors in
assessing the sustainabifity of the Karelian society: economics and cultural, Both factors
are equally immportant in understanding a category like the “sustainability of socicty™.

10 Cf. (i 2).



Fig. 2: Allocation of Migrants by Country of Origin. 2016 {in percent)
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Source; own catculation.

Thus, Karelian migrants demonstrated good results in terms of their economic adaptation
(Figures 3a-c): 85.5 percent of migrants are satisfied with accommodation. 79.6 percent of
migrants are satisfied with Iabor conditions, 73.7 percent of migrants arc satisfied with
salaries in the Republic of Karelia.

Fig. 3n-c: Economic factor in sociefy sustainability assessment by migrants, 2016 {in percent)

Are you safisfied with accomedation in Karelia?

1.40%

19.70%

63,80%

no answer Bratherno ®Bno

Are you satisfied with your salary?

16,40%

0%

34,60%

Byes @rather yes Bnoanswer & rather no

Are you satisfied with labor marlket conditions?

60%

30%

40% A

30% H——-

yes rather yes ne answer rather no

%%

Source: own caleulation.

The second direction for the assessment of the “sustainability of society” is presented by
the cultural factor. According to the surveys, 68.5 percent of migrants have a positive atti-
tude towards other nationalities and confessions, 84 percent of migrants communicate with
the recipient socicty of the Republic of Karelia every day.



ig, 4: Cultural Factoer in Socicety Sustainability Assessment by Migrants, 2016 (in percent)

How do you treat representatives of other nationalities and
confessions?

G answer \\\

RSN s
neutral .\\\k‘\\§

toleranl 2
indifferent  E452%

don'l know

%y 20%

How often do you communicate with recipient society?

2,00% (0,705

R4.00%

#every day

few times a week

L time per month @ no answer

Source: own calculalion.

Thus, by assessing the sustainability of the Karelian society {from the migrants’ view-
point). two basic factors are singled out: economic and cultural, Both factors are cqually
important in understanding the category of the “sustainability of society™.

Political systems and their legitimization strongly depend on the support and legitimizing
done by the citizens and their satisfaction with the rules, authorities, output and input struc-
tures of the political system.!1 In other words, shared belicfs of the governing and the gov-
erned regarding the processes and results of governance are central to the stability and per-
sisience of political systems.!? The (non-) pariicipation of citizens is one core element that
has been rescarched extensively and there is a long track record in social sciences pursuing
ihe right determinants for analyzing participation and democracy, i.c. looking at the siruc-
tures of the political systems or the attitudes of the people.13

The authorities aspire to simplify and standardize (including applying pressure t0) s0-
cial order, driving it into the categories and institutions that make it easy to monitor and
control. On the other hand, society demansirates the ability to resist categorics or pressure
imposed from above. There is an antithesis of the tumuituous and disordered real world for
each of the theses from the authorities or external factors. Any formal, institutional innova-
tion or applying pressure on peeple may get an informal shadow and it can twrn out to be
very significant. It could be quite inconspicuous at first, but it could gradually gain mo-
mentum and become immediately salient at some point,

In the late 18" Century, “scientific™ forestry appeared in Prussia as the embodiment of
uniformity and standardization, All of the trees have been formed in a predetermined order
{size, the same species, direct clearing, forest understory, and anything irrelevant was re-
moved etc.). The sale goal was production. However, the forest as a living organism began
to die and its death was a silent profest against the simplification.

However, the idea of Prussian “scientific” forestry changes into the design of social
spacc: the space is optimized, people are expelted from the provinces to the centers. gray
coal-linear architecture dominates in the settlements, mono-functional neighborhoods are
built, some kind of norms of human needs are defined, behavioral patterns arc imposed. At
the same time, human functions were narrowly regarded as labor resource. In accordance
with the norms established by the authorities, people should work fo produce a product,
and be reproduced as a labor force. The result {as well as in the case of forest) is the same.
At the same time, people unlike the forest, are not in a hurry to dic. They have a choice and
the ability to act, that is why they vote by all means or show their opportunism in some
different way.

11 Easton, David 1963: A Systems Analysis of Political Life, New York: Euston, David 1957 An Ap-
proach 10 the Analysis of Political Systems, in: World Politics, Vol, 9 (3), pp. 383-400.

12 Sabatier, Paul 4. 1991: Toward betler theorics of the policy process, in: PS: Palitical Science & Politics
24 (2), pp. 147-156; Holhig, Heike 2013: Ideology after the end of ideology. China and the quesi for au-
Locratic legitimation, in: Democratization, 20013, pp. 61-81.

13 Van Deth, Jan [V, 2009: Politischie Pantizipation, in: Kaina, Fiktoria/Roemmele, Andrea (eds.}: Politische
Soziologie, Wiesbaden, pp. 141-161; Fan Deth, Jan 1. 20111 1s Creative Participation Good for Democe-
racy?, in: Micheleni, Michele/AMcFarland, Andrew S. feds.): Creative Participation: Respensibility-Ta-
king in the Political World. Boulder: Paradigm Publisher, pp. 148-172; Ferba, Sidhev/Nie, Nornuwn 1972
Participation in America. Political Demoeracy and Social Equality, New York; Kease, Max Marsh, Alan
1979: Political Action. A theoretical Perspective, in: Samue! Barnes/May Kaase (eds.): Political Action,
Beverly Hills, pp. 27-36; Erzioni, Autitai 1968: The Active Society. A theory of Socicial and Political
Processes, New York/Londoen.




In sociology there is a term. an ccological fallacy (or ecological inference fallacy), which
refers Lo the incorrect use of the consolidated dala of a group of objects by applying it to an
individual ebject, or for fitting it to certain rutes. The ecological fallacy is a logical fallacy
in the inferpretation of statistical data where inferences about the nature of individuals are
deduced from inference about the group to which those individuals belong. Tt also includes
the imposing of norms, ete. which violates social ecelogy,

As a result of the crisis of the 1890s, the pressure of Atheist propaganda, as an essential
part of the former ideology, was removed from the agenda. According to the population
census in 1929, two-thirds of the population identified themselves as persons of faith. Let
us consider this as a characteristic of the core, as a fundamenial characteristic of the sub-
cthnos associated with worldview idensity. According to sociological research done in
2016, 75 percent of the respondents in the Republic of Karelia considered themselves to be
persons of faith.

Thus, after removing the pressure of propaganda, the core of the sub-ethnos got back to
its natural state, 1o its fundamental characteristics. Thus, if we take the number of respond-
ents who considered themselves believers to be 100 percent, then we have the following
picture:

e 91 percent identify themselves as representatives of Orthodox Christianity,
cent - Catholic

o per
percent - Protestant.

1.3
e 1.3
Islam is not salient in percentage terms in the whole region.

At the same time, the allocation of these indicators along the territory (a kind of ideo-
logical landscape of social space) is not homogencous. The inverse groups are singled out.
The group with a fairly high percentage of people who identified themselves as representa-
tives of Catholic Christianity consisted of respondents from the Kostomuksha urban dis-
trict (9.8 percent of all the persons of faith) and the neighboring Kalevala municipal region
(9.7 percent). The group with a fairly high percentage of people who considered them-
selves lo be representatives of Islam was from Kostomulksha (7.6 perccent) and Petroza-
vodsk (4.7 percent) urban districts.

Protestantism, as an tdeotogical element, is allocated more evenly, although it is not as
noticeable as might be expected due to the proximity of Protestant Finland and sufficiently
serious expansion of cultural codes from there into the territory of the region. Obviously o
long-standing neighborhood has developed immaunity, sustainability of the sub-zthnos of
the region (stability of its fundamental characteristics) (o a constant factor,

Apparently the last wave of migration formed not ooly the newly formed community
(city of Kostomulsha), but Catholic and Muslim inversion in the worldview landscape of
social space.

The analysis of the ebjects allocation on the characteristics derived from a comparison of
the responses to the question “What is in your opinion the value of the national (or reli-
gious) identity in social life and in shaping public mood?” and “What is the value of na-
tional (religious) identity for you?” revealed ihe difference from the regional invariant,
Kostomulisha urban district disturbed the harmony of allocation, The results can be inter-
preted as follows: in the social life of the community (unlike the region as a whole) the
national {or religious) identity is actualized {becomes significant).

What is the cause of the imversion? - Evolutionary thythms of socicty relations struc-
tures can be traced to the characleristics of the individual commmunities, such as the com-
munity of the city of Kostomuksha, Since the period of 30 years is insufficient for the
community of the city to coincide with all of the characteristics of the region, it is expected
to have some mismateh indicators of the local community region-wide.

Since the community was recently formed, it can and should be different. Indeed, the
identificaiion in relation to religion is difterent. The local community has not yet “entered”
info the rhythms of the evolving regional core. Kostomuksha is the only municipality in
which the respondents considered “religious affiliation” as an identifying characteristic
bringing people of the same nationality together in addition to the “national language™ and
“traditions™.

At the same time, 92 percent of respondents (from Kostomuksha) identified themselves
as “persons of faith™ (when the average regional percentage is 75 percent). 72 percent con-
sidered themselves Orthodox Christians, 9 percent consider themselves representatives of
Catholic Christianity, one percent - Protestant Christianity, seven percent - Islam.

Of course, ethnic and ideological idertity involves a much larger (than considered in
this study) set of characteristics, reflecting both ways of self-identification and other vari-
ants of the perception of ethnic and cultural groups. At the same time, we believe that the
hypothesis on the invariants existence was confirmed. Thus, empirically identified charac-
teristics were revealed — invariants and specifics of the social space. Having considered the
structure of social refations in the Republic of Karelia in detail, we single out two types of
key components: the core (the recipient society) and migrants {wave of migration).

According to the logic of the study, in spite of the differences that were found, the city
of Kostomuksha should gradually get closer to the core of sub-ethnos. Convergence of
characteristics will gradually oceur.



Conelusion

Russian civilization or the Russian ethnic group is a community of many peoples, who do
not Just live together and have a respect for different faiths and religious views, but they
are united inlo an integral core by a common cultural code. By virte of its genesis, the
core does not only have a solid fundamental (invariant) part, but also a variable (evolving)
part. Combining geo-gcenomical and gec-political factors as well as institutional and social
embeddedness, constitutes the diversity of sustainable sub-ethne, forming multilingual
Russian ethnicity or even super-cthne in diversity {given the many nations included). This
can be perceived as a civilization based on global interdependence of ethnic groups while
maintaining cultural and cthnic diversity.

This research was focused on the specifics of the Karelian community in the context of
its cthnic and cultural characteristics. Identification of the parameters of the sustainability
of society was carried out by two types of surveys (among the recipient socicty and mi-
granis). The results of these surveys show a cross-section of Karelian socicty with a view
lo its sustainable development. That kind of complementary surveys provides an oppor-
tupity to reveal specific features of the core and the waves of migration that later allows
predicting struetural changes in the socicty,

At the same time, in this research, we relied on certain hypothesis which is why the
(indings are preliminary. In order to understand the true nature of the situation there is a
necessity for a more accurate analysis of not only invariant, but also specifics of the sub-
cthnos, Therefore it is important to understand emerging trends, their causes and conse-
quences of designing the social order, and to determine the invariants and specifics of the
social space of the region in terms of geopelitical instability,

Petrozavodsk Citizens® Attitude toward the Activities of the Ministry of
Internal Affairs for the Republic of Karelia

Alexander Ivin

Abstracr: Negative evaluations and attitudes towards the performanee and work of internal
affairs bodies it Russia were the main drivers for the Russian federal law ,.On the Police™
that was set into force in 2011. In order to monitor the quality of services of internal affairs
bodies and especially police forces as well as their evaluation by the citzens, the Republic
of Karelia conducted two surveys in 2014 and 2015, One of the main results ist hat citi-
zens* trust in the activities of the police declined during this period, partly due to perceived
low quality of the internal affairs bodies' work, but partly also caused by the poor overall
socio-ceononiic situation and the comparative perspective on the quality of public services
in Finland.

Keywords: Ministry of Intermal Affairs, Performance, Evaloation, Survey

For many years, the population of Russia has adopted a suspicious, or better said a nega-
{ive, attitude towards work done by internal affairs bodies. In the 1990s, popular and sci-
ence journals, television, as well as seientific and fiction literature reported on the growth
of organized crime in Russia and on the helplessness of the state in the face of criminal
threat. | Mass media frequently covered the penetration of criminality in the state and in
the dealings of internal affairs bodies. They also reported on corruption, cruelty and the
arbitrariness of the police and the internal affairs bodies, which are actually supposed to
protect human rights and to maintain peace and order. The society and the state authosity
were confronted with a critical issue regarding the protection and security of citizens.

One of the answers to the recognition of the poor quality of work done by the Ministry
of Internal Affairs and the need for reform was the law "On the Police"and the related pro-
grams meant to change the crime situation in Russia. 2 According to the new law, the po-
lice intended to protect the life, health, rights and freedoms of citizens of the Russian Fed-
eration, foreign citizens and stateless persons, (o counter crime, to protect the public order
and property, and te ensure public security. The police must immediately come to the res-
cue of everyone who needs protection from criminal and other illegal infringements. With-
in the scope of its power, it should assist the state bodies. local self-governments and
NGOs in protection of their rights.? In the afiermath of this law, those staff members of the

1 Kleimenov M./Dmitiev O, 1993: Racketeering in Siberia, in: Sociological research, No. 3. pp. 113-121;
Konstantinov, Anerei 2002: Bandii Petersburg. St. Petersburg: Folio-Press: Kenstantinoy, Andrels Dikse-
{ius, Mafcolm 1997: Bandit Russia. St. Petersburg: Vadim, Tolkov 2002: Business of force in modern
Russia, St. Petersburg.

The law "On the Police” N 3-FZ was adopted on 7 February 2011, entered into force a month later, on 7
March of the same year, and has replaced the RSFSR law of 18 April 1991, No. 1026-T "On the Militia”.
3 The law "On the Police™ N 3-FZ Art.1.
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